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What is Turnitin? 
Turnitin is a software that takes your written assignment and compares it with internet resources, 

books, articles and the Turnitin database of student papers. After it makes a comparison, it generates a 

Turnitin Similarity Score percentage that tells you how much of your writing matches other sources 

and a more detailed Turnitin Originality Report that highlights all the text that matches other sources, 

and, if applicable, gives you links to those sources. 
 

How Turnitin can help you 
- Improve your writing 

- Help you paraphrase or identify where you need to properly quote 

- If you forgot to cite something, it can help you identify where you need to add a citation in and 

where the source is 

- Get a better mark! 
 

Turnitin Use at Saskatchewan Polytechnic and Privacy 
All classes that will use Turnitin for Brightspace Dropbox will include a notification in the course syllabus. 

All files submitted to a Turnitin Dropbox in Brightspace will be stored on the Turnitin server, which is 

based in the United States of America.1 Your paper will then contribute to the database that Turnitin 

uses to compare other students’ works. 

Turnitin makes a ‘fingerprint’ of your written work, which acts as a digital code that alerts others that 

there is similar content from your work. This also means that your papers cannot be sold to others. You 

retain the copyright and your identity remains private.2 

If you do not wish to use the software, you have up until 7 calendar days prior to the due date of the 

first assignment that uses Turnitin to notify your instructor and to discuss alternative supports 

available to you at Sask Polytech. Otherwise, all assignments will be submitted to a Turnitin Dropbox 

on Brightspace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm 
2 https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm#Legal_FAQs 

https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm#Legal_FAQs
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How to Submit Documents to Turnitin 
Go to Assessments → Dropbox → Choose the folder for your assignment 

Assignments that use Turnitin will be indicated in the folder. 
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Find the file you want to submit and add it. 
 
 

 
 

Once you upload a file and submit it, it may take a few minutes, but you should get your Similarity 

score  and Originality report fairly instantly. If you go back to your Dropbox Folders, you should see your 

submissions for that assignment. Click on the submissions number. 
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Here you can see your Similarity Score – or what percentage of your paper was found to be similar to other sources. You 

can click on the percentage and it will take you to the detailed Originality Report. You should check through this report 

to  fix any potential issues. 
 

 
Originality Report 
If you click on the number for your Similarity Score, it will take you to a list of text in your paper that matches other 

sources from highest to lowest score. The sources can include: papers from other students, papers from other schools, 

internet resources, books, journals, magazines etc. You can double click on the item you would like to look at on the list 

on the right, or click on the number in text. This will show you the highlighted text, and where the text is in context 

within the original. If the text is from a paper written by a student, you will not be able to see the text. 
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How to use the Similarity Report to Improve your Paper 
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Help with Grammar: Grammarly 
Create a free account at www.grammarly.com/signup 

 

Upload your document 
 

 

 
Grammarly will pick up common grammar errors in your paper, highlight them in red, and display 

them in the Alerts panel on the side. If you click on the item in the Alerts or in your text, it will suggest 

corrections for you  to choose from. 
 

http://www.grammarly.com/signup
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Resubmitting to Turnitin Dropbox 
You may resubmit your paper up to 3 times and get an instant Originality Report to work with. After 

3  submissions, you will have to wait 24 hours to get a new report. However, you can still resubmit as 

many times as you need until the Due Date. Your submission will overwrite previous copies and 

Turnitin will keep only the most recent copy. 
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Turnitin Help for Students 
Turnitin Tuesdays sessions are offered live on Zoom throughout the semester by Heather Touet 

and Joel Blechinger to help students understand Turnitin. 

 

Check the Sask Polytech Library’s News section for a link to all the Turnitin Tuesdays on offer. 

 

You will need to navigate to the specific date that you want to attend in order to register and 

then receive the Zoom link (via email) for your specific date’s session. 
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1. To access Turnitin help outside of Turnitin Tuesdays, go to the Sask Polytech Library website 

(library.saskpolytech.ca) and select MAKE AN APPOINTMENT from the top menu: 

 

2. In the new tab opened by the MAKE AN APPOINTMENT link, click the Select Location drop-

down and choose Learning Services Help: 

 

3. Choose Writing Support from the Select a staff member options, and choose the length of 

your appointment, and your staff member preference (if you have a staff member 

preference): 
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4. Next, choose the date and time that work best for you: 

 

5. Finally, fill out your details and indicate that you need help with Turnitin: 
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Learning Services Help with Writing 
 
Heather Touet 
toueth@saskpolytech.ca 
(306) 775-7435 
 

Kelsi Murrow 

murrowk@saskpolytech.ca   
 
Kevin DeCorby 
Kevin.decorby@saskpolytech.ca 
(306) 691-8510 

 

Library Help with Research and Citations 
 

Joel Blechinger, Technology Learner Support Centre (Room 4.239) (Moose Jaw Campus) 
blechingerjo@saskpolytech.ca 
(306) 691-8227 

mailto:toueth@saskpolytech.ca
mailto:murrowk@saskpolytech.ca
mailto:Kevin.decorby@saskpolytech.ca
mailto:blechingerjo@saskpolytech.ca

